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HONORING JONATHAN R. ELAM

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 13, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Jonathan (Jon) Elam on the oc-
casion of his retirement as General Manager
of Tamalpais Community Services District
(TCSD) after twelve years of stellar service.

Starting in 2005, after a professional career
in public works and city management, Mr.
Elam was hired as General Manager of TCSD,
where he served the residents of Tamalpais
Valley and Marin County at large with distinc-
tion for a dozen years.

Under his leadership as General Manager,
he reinvigorated the refuse collection program
and created numerous new programs, includ-
ing food waste collection and popular collec-
tion programs such as e-waste, batteries,
printer ink cartridges, eyeglasses and medical
disposal, as well as two paper shredding days
per year for the TCSD service area. From up-
grading park and recreation facilities, to install-
ing new fire safe efforts, to working to ensure
our agencies are compliant with EPA regula-
tions, Mr. Elam established a productive track
record for getting things done.

Mr. Elam’s commitment to environmental
stewardship has been a common thread
throughout his work and volunteer service. Not
only did Mr. Elam serve as the Delegate for
the California Climate Registry to the United
Nations climate meetings, but he also has par-
ticipated in a variety of local organizations, in-
cluding the Carbon Cycle Institute, the San
Anselmo Bike & Pedestrian Advisory Com-
mittee, and the Marin County Solid Waste JPA
Advisory Council. He also served in a number
of volunteer roles in the community including
his recent role as the president of the Marin
Conservation League.

Mr. Elam’s professional and civic contribu-
tions leave a lasting and positive legacy that
will continue to benefit the local residents and
regions for years to come. He is a true envi-
ronmentalist, and I'm sure he will continue to
fight the good fight in retirement.

Please join me in congratulating Mr. Elam
on his retirement and expressing our deep ap-
preciation for his long and exceptional career
and outstanding civic engagement.

———

HONORING FRANK LUCIA’S 107"TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 13, 2017

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to wish a very happy birthday to Frank
Lucia, a treasured member of our North Jer-
sey community. Frank recently celebrated his
107th birthday, a tremendous milestone in a

very special life. Frank is an outstanding father
and a true blessing to our Demarest commu-
nity. I am sure he and his family had a won-
derful time celebrating, dancing, and singing in
Italian. Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring Frank and wishing him
many more years of good health and happi-
ness.

——————

IN HONOR OF MR. GARY
SCHNEIDERS

HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 13, 2017

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a remarkable teacher and citizen from
Waterloo, lowa. Mr. Gary Schneiders has
taught History, Social Studies, and Economics
at Waterloo Columbus Catholic High School
for 39 years. Over those 39 years, Mr. Schnei-
ders has made an enormous impact on the
lives of his students and members of the com-
munity.

Mr. Schneiders’s devotion goes beyond the
classroom with his annual trip to the hallowed
ground of Europe’s battlefields. This trip is no
European vacation. Students walk the trench-
es of the Western Front, and explore battle-
fields with a twelve mile hike one day and
twenty mile bike-ride another day. Prior to
their departure, students are given reading as-
signments and must complete a 20 page
essay. While in Europe, the students have
nightly homework assignments. This annual
trip is highly anticipated and one that many
Waterloo Columbus students work toward their
entire high school career.

The itinerary also includes visits to several
American cemeteries and memorials honoring
our fallen heroes, and a wreath-laying cere-
mony at the Meuse-Argonne American Ceme-
tery. On the final day, the students visit the
Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial
where they clean the grave markers, plant an
American Flag, and lay a rose on the grave of
every lowan. At the end of the day, students
lay their final wreath of the trip at Normandy
as Taps sounds in the background.

Upon their return to lowa, the students give
presentations to their families, fellow students,
and residents of Waterloo and Cedar Falls;
with a special invitation extended to the local
Veteran community.

Over the past 39 years, Mr. Schneiders has
shown his students what cannot be taught in
a classroom—the meaning of sacrifice and
love of country. Today, we honor his devotion
that extends far beyond the classroom and
helps to ensure the preservation of American
values for generations to come.

IN RECOGNITION OF SHEILA
STEPHENS’ RETIREMENT

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 13, 2017

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Sheila Stephens, who is retiring from
public service after 44 years with the City of
Keller. Ms. Stephens started working for the
city in 1972 as an assistant to the Water De-
partment Manager. At that time, there were
only 1,500 residents and 25 people employed
by the city. She was appointed by the city
council to be city secretary in 1977. During her
39 years in the position, Ms. Stephens dem-
onstrated a level of professionalism and ex-
pertise in municipal government that she has
exhibited with colleagues in the City of Keller
as well as in other municipalities.

During her tenure, the City of Keller's popu-
lation has grown to over 44,000 people and
city staff has expanded to 300 people to serve
the needs of the community. In her almost
four decades with the city, Ms. Stephens su-
pervised 76 elections, recorded countless
meetings, documented 2,900 deaths and 100
births in addition to fulfilling 2,960 open
records requests. She has faithfully served
under 12 mayors and 12 city managers pro-
viding needed continuity and depth. Current
Keller Mayor Mark Matthews declared Decem-
ber 30, 2016 as “Sheila Stephens Day” to
thank Sheila for the hard work and time she
dedicated to her community.

| would like to express my appreciation for
the 44 years of exemplary service Sheila Ste-
phens gave to our community and extend best
wishes upon her retirement. It is my privilege
to represent the residents of Keller in the
United States House of Representatives.

IN RECOGNITION OF REV. LEE
WON SANG

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 13, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to take a moment to honor the life of Rev-
erend Lee Won Sang, a Pastor Emeritus of
the Korean Central Presbyterian Church in Vir-
ginia’s 10th District. Throughout his life, Rev.
Lee was a respected leader in the community,
served with admiral purpose, and placed a
strong importance on education.

Rev. Lee was born in Manchuria, China in
1937. He began his higher education and path
to service by earning a bachelor's degree in
Theology from Keimyung University and a
master's degree in Theology from Kyungbuk
University. In the early 1970s, he moved to
the United States to further his education,
where he attended the Dallas Theological
Seminary to study the Old Testament. After
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